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Summer is almost over for the Chanté Project. 
 
You might have seen us out fly fishing, painting
murals and/or barn quilts, meditating, doing
yoga, taking photos and looking at animals and
plants in Teddy Roosevelt National Park.
Maybe you spotted us hiding new geocaches,
cooking up some crazy burger combinations,
drawing our family trees, producing beats and
writing songs in the Poplar Library, or even
sewing ribbon skirts. 
 
Our Chanté Team flew into this summer guided
by research that youth care more to engage
with topics, and participate in groups, that
center around having fun. 
 
Sure enough, the youth agreed with the
research, and the majority of our Summer
Session Feedback Forms came back with fun
listed front and center! See the above word
cloud for their other descriptive words about our
sessions.
 
Happy end of summer to everyone, don't forget
to carry your fun forward into the school year!
 

BY: CARLY HOSFORD-ISRAEL



By: Rhonda Sorenson 

ADULTS LEARN TOO Yukhan Camp
By Roxy Smith
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From June 14th to 16th Summer Session Leader Jess
Peterson and Chaperone Roxann Smith braved the
oncoming rain and loaded up a FPCC College van
and pickup truck with backpacks, camping gear, and
food for a weekend excursion to Teddy Roosevelt
National Park.  Feedback from the campers was
incredible. The youngsters were very entertained at
the natural beauty of Mother Earth. The boys were
mesmerized by the prairie dogs and the buffalo. They
spent the weekend socializing, hiking, and learning
how to be helpful, and most importantly, how to get
along with one another. Campers took notes and
pictures of the sites they visited. The young campers
who completed their Junior Ranger Field Journal
received an official stamp thus becoming “Official
Junior Rangers”.

We have all learned so much doing these great summer camps. It is awesome to
see students get so much enjoyment out of learning new skills and putting their
minds and hearts to new fun tasks. As a Chanté Team, it has given us a chance to
build trusting relationships with students and teachers.
 
However, you don’t host 17 summer camps without hiccups. The biggest ones being
transporting campers between our multiple communities, sometimes forgetting
packed lunches, and having troubles at times tracking down students who
registered online without working phone numbers.
 
The most common phrase out of all of our Teams’ mouths has probably been, “It
will be better next year!” Look out for our summer 2020 schedule (with changes)
come late March 2020.
 
On a personal note, I have greatly enjoyed the opportunity to meet students from
other schools this summer, and watch them build new friendships outside of their
communities. It has been a joy getting to know all of them. If our campers are
reading this, thanks for always being so funny and honest!
 
One of the funniest moments happened during camp transportation. A student
hopped in my van and told me “Whoa who sat here last, it smells like a horses
butt”. Of course, students also know we pay them for their learning and
mentorship in their communities. There is nothing like a late night text from a
middle school student asking, “So how will my money be given to me, like cash,
check…” Another laugh worthy message came through asking:  “Hey is the pizza
party at six in the morning or at night?”
 
The ultimate one I keep hearing is “I had so much fun and I want to sign up for
more camps!” It’s been a busy, rewarding, and learning-filled summer for
everyone. Thanks for joining us!
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YOUTH SPEAK
By: Damian Mathison
My name is Damian Mathison, I serve on our Youth Tribal Council and I
think the Chanté Project's Summer Sessions are a great way to spend a
summer. They get our youth away from all of the negativity that goes on in
our communities. There are so many choices of sessions to chose from
and they are all really fun. 
 
73 students reached is great, but I think even more youth should do it, you
even get paid for your involvement and mentorship. That's money in your
pocket and education and activities for your memory bank.
 
I'm thinking about having my brothers join next year! Over all my
experiences this summer with Chanté were really fun. I was in Evan
Cummins Audio Production Session. He made sure we produced
meaningful music and connected with each other. That is what it's all
about!
 
Thank you to everyone who hosted sessions with Chanté this year. Have
a great summer!

www.chanteproject.com



"To dance is to pray
 
To pray is to heal
 
To heal is to give
 
To give is to live
 
To live is to dance" 
 
-MariJo Moore

Listed under our first project objective, Chanté is accountable
for involving parents and guardians in our outreach and
intervention work with schools and students. We know families
often have the closest ears to their children's' experiences and
we want to work together as our programs grow and change.
Listening deeply to everyone involved allows us to take more
purposeful steps forward. 
 
Life gets so busy, especially when raising kiddos, so we wanted
to spend time coming to parents and guardians, instead of
asking them to come to us. 
 
Our summer Pow Wows have been a great venue for us to visit
with parents and guardians and learn from you all about how
we can improve the quality of education we offer our children. 
 
It is also a beautiful time to celebrate our youth as they dance
and pray for our communities. Thank you to everyone who has
shared with us so far, we will be out and about again in August. 
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Parents and Pow Wows


