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Family + Storytelling - Marty Reum

Effective July 24th I will be passing the Chanté Director baton to School
Engagement Coordinators Roxann Smith and Marty Reum. It has been a truly
rewarding and hugely educational first two years with the Fort Peck Community
College Chanté Demonstration Grant. 

Demonstration grant land is it's own wilderness. These type of grants come into the
world with hopes, dreams, and some data to support their speculations, but they
are largely focused on testing an under-tested hypothesis. 

The Chanté hypothesis proposes we need to pay equal diligence to our students
hearts as we do their heads. We need to see beyond the potential productivity of
their brains and into their spirits. Chanté believes that without caring for both head
and heart there will be no lasting learning at all. 

With two years under our belt, the Chanté Project has built a foundational identity
of it's own on The Fort Peck Reservation. We are a project that serves: students,
families, educators, and administrators. We provide in-class interventions, after
school activities, college and career site visits, and summer sessions to counteract
summer-slide. We have a committed team who has my total confidence.

At 29 years old, I talk with myself just like I talk with our students and schools, about
the importance of planning for our futures, both individually and collectively.
Teaching has always been a pivotal element of my larger personal plan to work for
education reform in the United States. So next year, and hopefully into the future, I
will be just down the highway, teaching English #withheart in Brockton. 
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This year the Chanté Project started off the summer utilizing technology for summer class sessions. Teachers created and
organized their own Sessions for a total of 79 registered students in June. Our Language and Culture Session included topics
that were based on Spirituality, Traditional Practices, Storytelling, Dance, Dream Catchers, and even a Winter Count. 

The students that took part have such great potential and were ‘ready learners’. Over the two-week June Session they continued
to share what they knew - which is Wasté (good) because the sharing connected them with each other, their culture, heritage,
and identity. 

The Chanté Tiospaye (extended family) is a wonderful, helpful, caring and dynamic team! Reaching out to the tribe, community,
family, and children the Chanté Project is a great investment for our future. 

Our Language and Culture Session also had a strong historical aspect. Many, if not all of our students, come from family that
have ties with famous Native American leaders; i.e., Sitting Bull, Crazy Horse, medicine men, spiritual men, warriors, community,
tribal leaders, educators and grandparents. We united through our connection to these ancestors. They undoubtably suffered
hardships in life, but were buoyed by their resilience to overcame adversities, and to bring these children into the world. 

All work and correspondence this June Session was done online, which could be the future of education. Nothing is easy about
online learning. While we met our fair share of difficulties, it was clear that when the class discovered they had talent, and their
natural artistic abilities manifested themselves, they created stronger bonds and made beautiful pieces of art. Each art piece
was coupled with their own written reflection on the process and finished product. 

Parents, grandparents, and other immediate family all took part to assist us as teachers and students by sharing stories of long
ago, about grandparents, and the meanings behind some of our art projects. The class also became familiar with Native
American symbols, colors, and  important cultural and historical areas found only on Fort Peck Indian Reservation. 

With community support the Chanté Project will only grow and prosper in its hopes and efforts for a better and stronger society. 
Pidamaya Hecetu - That’s all I have to say. Kenny Shields - June Session Teacher - Chanté Project

C H A N T É  P R O J E C T V O L .  7

By: Kenny Shields
LANGUAGE + CULTURE



The Chanté Project started off the month of June with many unknowns.
One of the biggest challenges we faced was virtual learning. What
were we going to do for our Summer Session as education stayed
online through the summer? We spent the last three months figuring out
Zoom and how to maintain work. Now we were tasked with learning
Google Classroom, YouTube Channels, and content uploading and
downloading for Chanté record keeping.

We got busy reworking our summer project offerings. The team recruited
Teacher Leaders for four Summer Sessions: College + Careers,

Mindfulness + Meditation, Language + Culture, and Family +

Storytelling. 

While a lot of the behind the scenes process was painstaking, many of
our Teacher Leaders shined so brightly. I had the pleasure of working
alongside Kara Guilez, Twilia Bear Cub, and Krissy Parker who all team-
taught the Family + Storytelling Session. They went above and beyond!
They assisted our team with filling bags of supplies for students,
delivering bags to their session students, and having continuous
communication with each other and more importantly their students. At
the end of this session they had a 81% student success rate!

As always we definitely had some missed opportunities this June, but we
have learned so much and are looking forward to a strong start in July
for Summer Session Two which begins Monday 7/6/20. 

Thank you Summer Teachers for your dedication and selfless service to
our community youth. We will continue to prosper in the July session
utilizing the strengths of our connections, communication, and
dedication.

 Have a syllabus. 
 Meet with other team members/teachers to
thoroughly know what everyone plans to
teach.
 It is important to know your team!
 Be familiar with Google Classroom. Set up
your lessons. Make a video showing students
how to log-in, post assignments, and/or
comments. Include tips on how to use a
Chromebook and especially the camera.
 Work together to package and deliver
supplies to student households. In person
connections are necessary!
 Connect with the students frequently. Make
sure if you cannot make contact via phone
or email you drop by for a visit.
 Set aside prescribed times for Digital meet-
ups as a class.
 Keep contact with families fluid. 
 It never hurts to drop by with snacks : )

Preparation is everything!

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
9.

Communication is key.

While virtual learning will never be a substitute
for time together in the classroom, these tips
helped our team find success this first digital
June Session. We are looking forward to July!

VIRTUAL LEARNING TIPS 
FOR TEACHERS
By: Twilia Bear Cub, Kara Guilez, and
Krissy Parker 

FAMILY + STORYTELLING
By: Marty Reum
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7/17
12:00pm
Old Main

Lawn

Summer Students + Families Join Us:

STAY IN TOUCH with CHANTÉ>>
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"Before I did yoga I felt
tired and bored. After, I

felt revived. My
favorite pose was the

Warrior Pose."
Ali Corpron, Mindfulness + Meditation

"I learned that the
more education I

get the more
likely it is that I'll
be able to adapt to
a wide variety of
jobs and careers."

Tah'nee Thunderchild, College + Careers

"I learned everything
about high school and

college. I asked for help
and they helped me. I

learned so much in
these two weeks.

Thank you!"
Stacey Simons, College + Careers

"Before I did the
body scan I felt

stressed, but after I
felt calm. I felt

happier."
Tanna Goldburg, Mindfulness + Meditation

June Session


