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IT'S LIKE JELLO W/ AN 'X'
Almost all Poplar Middle School and High School students have now created their individual college and 

career profiles using Xello, purchased for all four Reservation schools through the Chanté Project. Xello is 

a robust interest inventory program that walks students through personality assessments, learning styles, 

and interest inventories. 

 

Xello contains lesson plans for teachers and over 600 occupations and 3,500 degree programs for 

students to explore. Once a student has completed their assessments they are asked to favorite certain 

occupations of promise. They can then read and hear from professionals within that field talk about the 

pros and cons of their work. The program also details: the occupation's demand in our Montana 

workforce, it's average regional salary, any higher education required, and the trade schools, colleges, 

and universities that offer the specified education. 

 

The student can dig deeper into colleges too. They can see: demographics, cost to attend, financial aid 

information, lists of academic and athletic activities, requirements for admission, as well as the school’s 

website and contact information.

 

As the Chanté Coordinator in Poplar Schools, Xello is already opening up discussions between me and 

our students. In fact, Xello matched one of our students with a possible occupation of being a water well 

driller. After reading all the information on this occupation and finding there are no degree programs in 

Montana, I suggested arranging a job-shadowing experience for this student with a local water well 

driller. These kinds of connections with our students immediate interests are crucial to keeping them 

engaged in their own learning process. 

 

Xello allows us to start making personalized plans early in students' high school career. These plans will 

help solidify students' meaningful four year paths, preparing them for the adulthoods of their choosing. 

WP STAYS LATE - JAMIE 
REUM
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By Carly Hosford-Israel

On March 28th Fort Peck Community College (FPCC) hosted it’s eighth annual 

College and Career Fair in partnership with Montana Post-Secondary Education 

Opportunities Council (MPSEOC). Students from five high schools and FPCC cycled 

the tables of 55 plus vendors in the Greet the Dawn Auditorium.  

 

This year was the first year our Chanté Project was responsible for coordinating the 

event. We decided to take the opportunity to extend the half-day fair into a full day 

of activities for visiting high school students. Seniors were invited into a lunch with 

FPCC President Haven Gourneau while Freshman, Sophomores, and Juniors enjoyed 

their meal in combination with an FPCC student panel.  

 

After lunch the students were broken into three groups and spent the afternoon 

cycling through: a FPCC Poplar Campus tour, Hand Games with Marty Reum and 

Beefy Archambault, and a college time management board game with Montana 

State University Education Department Head Tricia Seifert.  

 

We were lucky to have 30+ Brockton and Wolf Point students stay with us for our first 

high school afternoon at FPCC. After receiving only positive feedback: "I want to go 

to college more now than I did this morning." and "I learned how to make new 

friends.", we look forward to expanding to two full days on campus during the next 

academic year, in both the fall and spring.

FAIR GOES FULL DAY!

"What you read when you don't have to determines what you will be when you 

can't help it." 

OSCAR WILDE

SXSW
By Roxy Smith

South by Southwest (SXSW) is 

the largest education conference 

in the country. It takes place 

every year in Austin, Texas. Our 

growing Chanté Team of 

representatives from three out of 

four Reservation schools headed 

down for this year's conference 

March 4th-7th. 

 

SXSW offers multitudes of 

different learning strands. Most 

in our group were drawn to 

sessions on social emotional 

learning (SEL), culturally 

responsive teaching, and 

fostering a sense of family within 

a school. 

 

We all walked away with some 

greater understanding on the 

importance of developing 

relationships and some tools to 

do so. Whether you are a teacher 

working with students, or an 

administrator working with 

teachers, trust was underlined as 

the foundation for lasting 

learning and change. 
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By Jamie Reum

Wolf Point Schools started our Chanté Project after school programs the beginning of March. Our 

teachers are very eager and excited about doing this and have a lot of great ideas. The programs run for 

a month at a time, so we are just now switching to our April schedule. Be sure to check the Chanté Project 

website calendar for activity updates.  

 

As programs grow in popularity, we will adjust our monthly rotation timeline. In April for instance we will 

carry on with Junior High Drama, our movie and book club, and Guys’ Guise. 

 

 “I did drama and had so much fun. I loved the acting, sets, props. It was fun.” -  Sapphire Redfield

 

 “Guys’ Guise is very helpful for me because, it helps me become a better person.” - Maddox Reum

 

In addition we will be offering Junior High sewing, Junior High digital photography, High School self-care 

and wellness, High School computer lab tutoring, and High School robotics. In May we will be adding an 

art session where students will have the opportunity to paint the wall by our football field!

 

The students and teachers have met Chanté after school programs with energy and excitement. Our 

school is very thankful for the opportunity to connect with our students outside the classroom. 

STUDENTS STAY LATE

“Chanteyuza: thinking with our heart encompasses the ethical considerations 

that must be at the forefront of any endeavor.” 

- Waziyatawin Angela Wilson 

Parent 
Advisory 
Commitees

The Chanté Project is in the 

initial phase of developing 

Community Parent Committees. 

 

These committees are set to 

shape our Chanté vision and 

program implementation over the 

four year course of this grant. 

 

If you, or anyone you know is 

passionate about student 

centered education reform and 

might be interested in serving on 

a Chanté parent committee 

please reach out to your local 

school Coordinator to learn 

about our upcoming meetings.

 

Brockton - Rhonda Sorensen 

Poplar - Dr. Lisa Stroh

Wolf Point - Jamie Reum
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