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Moving Forward Fall 2020
By Roxann Smith

The Chante Project had some personnel changes, and has had a slow launch this fall. We
have two projects that are being emphasized this year.  Look inside to learn more about
them.  Our project is all about the heart and mind. We pray that you all are staying safe,
and trying to stay positive in these trying times.  

Native American Week
Superintendent Loverty Birdsbill, Northside Elementary
Principal Georgie Gourneau and special surprise guest,
Harvey Dreaver attend a tipi raising

MAPS Media Institute
Students at Brockton Highschool learn the essentials of writing, interviewing, filmmaking, and audio editing in their podcast class, facilitated by
MAPS Media (Hamilton, MT). 



Schools Are Adapting 

Due to the Corona virus, local schools began this year with remote learning using Chromebooks.
The Chromebooks have a camera and a built in microphone.  It may be helpful for your student to
use headphones that have a microphone.  It will help them from being distracted at home.  By now
students are familiar with Google Classroom, Google Meet, and Zoom meetings.  To be successful,
it's important to maintain structure and hold your children accountable.  Schools have various
protocols for logging into school.  Learn what their requirements are in your school  Check your
children's assignments daily so you know they are getting their work done on a timely fashion.  It's
important for the teachers to be able to "see" their students.  Have your children turn on their
cameras at the appropriate times. The schools who are doing hybrid learning have set aside Fridays
as a day to catch up, and set up meetings with teachers, and staff.  

When the Going Gets Tough
The Tough Keep Teaching...

...Online
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Sylvan Learning

The Chante Project is a pilot project that allows the program
to try a variety of learning options in middle school through
high school.   

This year we are contracting with Sylvan Learning to help
students in Math and Reading.  There are a variety of ways
to integrate Sylvan Learning.  Sylvan provides personalized
instruction in reading, writing, mathematics, study skills,
homework support, and test preparation for college
entrance and state exams.  Chante has contracted with
Sylvan in Reading and Math. 



MAPS Media Institute 

MAPS Media Institute is working with the
Fort Peck Community College CHANTE
Project in developing and facilitating media
arts classes in Brockton, Frazer, Poplar and
Wolf Point schools.  

MAPS Organizational Description: MAPS,
established in 2004 in the Bitterroot Valley,
is a nonprofit educational organization
whose mission is to empower, inspire and
prepare Montana's next generation for
future success through professional media
arts instruction, engaging community
service and compassionate mentoring. Our
dynamic curriculums are facilitated by
professional artist-instructors and integrate
film, design, music, podcasts,
photojournalism, computer science, future
readiness and community service. 
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Janaeya Sutherland: I have been fortunate enough to
take over the Chante Coordinator position at Wolf
Point Jr/Sr High School. The school district welcomed
me with open arms, and they have been completely
supportive of the Chante Project.
 
Due to COVID, Chante had a slow start in the schools
this year. We were able to incorporate MAPS Media
into Mr. Wyatt Murdoch’s current events class. The
students are currently learning about podcasts
(writing, production, audio/video), and how to create
podcasts of their own. MAPS has really brought out of
our students some positive creativity. Our students
are learning vital skills for a job market and career
paths that increasingly demand both creativity and a
working knowledge of the technology that brings
their creative visions to life.
The Chante Project has also spent some time in each
of the schools on the reservation to get students set
up with Sylvan Learning assessments. Myself, Ron
Martin & Marty Reum, were able to get 27 students at
Wolf Point High School assessed in Ms. Kolstad’s
math classes. We are excited about the progress being
made with both MAPS Media & Sylvan learning!

Coordinator's Corner
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Chante director Marty Reum assisting students during MAPS podcast class

Rhonda Sorensen: Brockton is up and running! We have MAPS media in Ms. Carly’s classroom and we
have all been thoroughly enjoying the experience with the students.

I'm also pleased to report that Sylvan is going strong in the junior high school with Ms. Edminsten. We
feel like Sylvan is going to play a major role in student success at Brockton Schools.
  
This week after school tutoring begins and will be held in the high school English classroom. We are
presently planning Brockton’s first family engagement night which will be a cooking class with Chante's
very own Roxanne Smith. We are patiently awaiting Brockton’s schoolboard approval, then we will send
out invitations.
  
Every Friday will be dedicated to Xello, where all high school students will pick a college and career path.
We are excited to move forward with the programs that Chante (FPCC) has offered to our schools.
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Ron Martin: I’ve been blessed with the opportunity
to become the Chante coordinator at Frazer School.
We are having great success with the MAPS media
project in Ms. Z’s current event class. Sylvan
Learning is doing great as well! Our 7th & 8th
graders are improving their math and reading
scores during their library period with Ms. Hersom. 

On October 8th students, staff and myself were
invited to participate in the annual buffalo hunt for
Native American Week. It was such an educational
and fun trip to be a part of. 

We have an afterschool tutoring program up and
running 4 days a week. We are also in the process of
bringing an arts/crafts class, and a cooking class to
our afterschool program offerings. 

Frazer is a small school, but we are a big family! We
are looking forward to all the new programs and
opportunities that are coming soon.

Frazer schools. Coordinator Ron follows along during MAPS class.

Molly Redpath: Chante is excited to offer our students two new academic adventures this year in Poplar
schools: Sylvan Learning and MAPS Media Project. 

Sylvan Learning—Sylvan is a virtual adaptive learning program which gives students a deeper
understanding of his or her reading or math needs. The goal is to personalize their skills and to create
both the essential study habits and the confidence successful students need. All testing was finished on
November 5th, 2020, at which time we identified 10 student-participants, and launched the program
on November 11, 2020.

MAPS Media—Montana based, MAPS stands for, "Media Arts in Public Schools." MAPS provides
creative opportunities and technical instruction for our youth; to express themselves; to find their
voice; to share their ideas and tell their stories; to make a difference by learning film making,
podcasting, directing and editing. MAPS will convene during 7th period. In preparation, students have
watched podcasts and are eager to start learning.  MAPS start date is tentative due to the complications
of the pandemic, but we are making every effort to have MAPS up and running in Poplar schools soon.

  
Restorative Justice Circles—I have been doing Restorative Justice (RJ) Circles here in Poplar for over
one year now!  RJ Circles are meditative meeting sessions, a time when we come together as a group
and share specific topics and mindful exercises, with regards to relationship building, healing,
processing feelings (among other togetherness-skills and strengths-based practices). 
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The students share their own ideas and express
themselves in a positive way.  We have three classes
participating in RJ circles this year: a Maroon Class,
a Gold Class, and an Alternative Learning Class.  So
far this year we made pledge contracts,
introduction exercises, picture exercises, vision
boards, physical, emotional, intellectual & spiritual
exercises, and played the game Decolonization.  In
each session, up to 10 students participate and we
have so much fun building relationships and
sharing!  Often, students have cheered, “the Chante
Lady is here!” which makes me feel good about the
work we’re doing and like Chante is making a real
difference!
  
Tutoring—Afterschool tutoring is on Mondays,
Tuesdays, and Thursdays.  We had new sign-ups all
last week (which tells me, this afterschool program
is a success). 
Mrs. Ferguson and I look forward to assisting the
students in their academics.  We are hopeful that
the word will continue to spread.  Any 5th, 6th, 7th,
or 8th grader may attend any of the days offered.
Indian Club—Poplar school's Indian Club held their
first meeting on Friday, November 6th.  The Indian
Club plans to do community service this year, to
expose students to the satisfying feeling of
selflessness and togetherness.  We (Chante Project
and Poplar Schools) want to teach our students
about giving back, especially to our elders who have
given so much to us. So watch out for signs posted
around town that say “THIS YARD WAS
MAINTAINED BY THE BUFFALO CALF PEOPLE
INDIAN CLUB.”  

This beautiful pair of earrings was made by a 
member of the Buffalo Calf People 

Native American Club, Poplar Middle School

Indian Club members will also be learning about the Sioux and Assiniboine cultures, life skills, and
traditions. Indian Club, with Chante's support, will invite guest speakers to share their stories with us. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jacob Turcotte, at Poplar Middle School, and be sure to check
out Poplar Middle Schools’ website for the latest news and announcements.
https://poplarms.wixsite.com/poplarmiddleschool



Boss' Bookmark by Marty Reum

Who could have imagined we would be where we are
today? The world of learning has shifted drastically and
it has been a difficult road for everyone. We know that
this has left many of our teachers without adequate
learning to adapt to this remote style, to no fault of
anyone but Covid 19.With that being said, we are going
to be offering some professional development with the
focus on remote learning and also provide a means for
renewable units. 

We hope to continue this professional development
through the entirety of the school year. We will still
need to address summer learning and renewable units
for teachers during the summer months. We value
community input that will help us better serve you. If
you have any thoughts or ideas, feel free to reach out to
us on our Facebook page, or reach out to one of the
coordinators in the schools. I pray that all of you
remain safe and we will do our best to provide the
needed things during this difficult time. 

Pinamayayeno.
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Ed Bauer School Engagement

As the newest member of the Chantè team, I can write with total assurance and without
any reservation that my fellow team members have set a high bar. I have been constantly
impressed, humbled, and grateful to do the work we do with the communities we serve
and support.

I have learned (as we’ve all learned over the course of the last nine months) the value and
adaptability of online learning techniques and the importance of community. Chantè, in
cooperation with the schools, organizations, and individuals with whom we've built
relationships, have made great use of the resources and teaching tools at our disposal.

The challenges presented by this, “once in a century,” pandemic have demonstrated the
potential of communication technology in the emerging learning landscape, which will
likely become our, “new normal,” or at the very least, will likely play a larger role than
ever before, as we adapt to a rapidly changing world. It has challenged Chantè’s
coordinators to develop (and, in certain instances, to adopt) new means and methods to
reach our students, especially the most vulnerable, and support them as they strive
toward a brighter future, brighter than the past nine months have been, and our
coordinators have met these challenges with genuine courage and confidence.

Looking forward, towards that bright future, I remain assured and hopeful because I have
seen what can be accomplished when everyday people pull together to face what appear
to be impossible obstacles. Those obstacles, fear, isolation, disease and loss, are no
match for the power of people, community, togetherness, faith, and sharing.
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